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MEETING 
 

By-Laws & Resolutions Advisory Committee 

May 4, 2018 Administration Building 

 

 

Present – Bob Hillegass, Marty Clarke, Jeff Knepper, Audrey Wahl, and Jim Trummel 

were in attendance with Liaison Ted Moroney. Having a quorum, the meeting was called 

to order at 12:00 PM (noon). Also present were Board member Slobodan Trendic, 

Association member Joe Reynolds, and Josh Davis of the Bayside Gazette. 

 

The agenda for the meeting was unanimously approved. 

 

The minutes of the April 6, 2018 meeting were unanimously approved after a motion to 

approve by Jeff Knepper and second by Bob Hillegass   

 

Public Comments: 

 

Slobodan Trendic, Association member and member of the Board of Directors 

commented on Resolution B-04 Agenda Development for Board Meetings. His concern 

was compliance with the provisions of B-04 and the content of the actual published 

agenda. His understanding of B-04 is that the resolution states what information a Board 

member must submit to the Secretary so that the President and Secretary may develop an 

agenda for the Board meeting. He is of the further understanding that B-04 does not 

establish requirements for the content of the agenda or what must be published with the 

agenda.  

 

Joe Reynolds, Association member, also commented on resolution B-04. It was his 

concern that if the agenda was lacking in detail the Association membership would be 

uninformed regarding the topics and purposes of the Board meeting.  It was stated that 

Association membership would not have sufficient information to comment during the 

public comments portion of the meeting if they so desired. 

 

During discussion between Committee members and the individuals making comment, it 

was recognized that B-04 did not include preparation of the Board packet typically being 

prepared for the use of Board members at meetings. It was agreed that the Committee 

Board liaison would take to the Board the question of what information should be a part 

of the agenda or published with the agenda of Board meetings.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Correction to Authority reference in C-01, C-03. C-04. C-05, C-06, C-08, C-11, C-13, 

C-14, and C-15. 

 

Background: Several C- resolutions (committee responsibilities) had amendments 

submitted to the Board for a first reading at the April 28, 2018 Board meeting. However, 

these first readings had been withdrawn from the agenda because of a last-minute 

discovery of an inaccurate reference to the Charter in the Authority paragraph of the 

resolutions. It was later determined that the inaccurate reference applied to other C- 
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resolutions than in the withdrawn C- resolutions. The complete list of affected C- 

resolutions is in the agenda item above. The affected resolutions have an Authority 

paragraph that refers to a specific Charter Article and a specific By-Laws Section. 

 

Jim Trummel provided the background as to how the inaccurate Charter reference 

occurred. During the 2013 amendment and restatement of the Association Charter a 

provision authorizing the Board to create committees necessary or convenient to the 

operation of the Association was moved from Article THIRD to Article SEVENTH. The 

affected C-resolutions reference Article THIRD. The affected C-resolutions were initially 

approved by the Board prior to the 2013 amended Charter. 

 

It was decided that the Authority reference in the affected C-resolutions would be 

amended to the following in order to correct the inaccuracy and avoid any future 

inaccuracies due to amendments to the Charter or By-Laws: 

 

“The Charter of Ocean Pines Association, Inc. and the By-Laws of the Association direct 

the Board of Directors to establish and appoint the members of such committees and 

other advisory bodies as may be necessary to, or convenient in, the Association’s 

discharging the duties entrusted to it.”. 

 

The chair will provide the Board liaison with the information necessary to proceed with 

first reading submittals for the amendment to the Authority paragraphs. 

 

Jim Trummel noted that there are three other resolutions in which the Authority was 

affected by the amendment and restatement of the Charter. These three resolutions are B-

05, B-06, and F-04. The Charter reference in these resolutions is in error because Article 

FIRST was deleted from the Charter and the remaining Articles renumbered. The chair 

indicated that these resolutions will be considered at the next Committee meeting. 

 

Although at a later point in the meeting, Jim Trummel indicated his opposition to the C-

08 Elections Committee amendment in the initial first reading that would delete 

paragraph 6.c. His position is that 6.c is not in conflict with Bylaws Section 10.05, its 

deletion would adversely affect the operations of the Elections Committee, and also 

require amending Resolution M-06, Elections and Referendums provisions regarding the 

Elections Committee working with staff during the elections process. 

 

Re-address Depository in Snow Hill: This topic is deferred to the next Committee 

meeting. 

 

Governance documents review:  

 

C-03 was recorded as reviewed. No comments were received from the C-03 committee. 

The updated Governance Document to be used at the next Committee meeting is attached 

to these minutes. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

C-03 Budget and Finance Advisory Committee: This item was covered under 

Governance documents review. 
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Resolutions F-01, F-02, F-03, and F-04: These resolutions were previously referred to 

the Board for review as to adequacy for the stated purposes. There has not been a 

response and resolutions F-01. F-02, F-03, and F-04 are recorded as having been 

reviewed. 

 

Resolution F-04: It has been previously noted that there has been no release of the as of 

March 1
st
 review of delinquencies required by 3.a.(6) of F-04. The most recent 

delinquency review known is for 2016 and is posted on the Association website. The 

chair is to request a copy of the 2018 review from the Association president.  

 

11B-111(4): Jim Trummel commented that the Board is not complying with 11B-

111(5)(ii) of the HOA Act. For example, the adjournment to closed meeting at the 

January 27, 2018 regular meeting cited only the authority under 11B-111(4), but not the 

purpose of the meeting. The minutes for the subsequent regular meeting February 25, 

2018 do not document the holding of a closed meeting as required by 11B-111(5)(ii) nor 

is there any evidence of an approval of the minutes of the closed meeting.  Board liaison 

Ted Moroney will take this item back to the Board for consideration. 

 

Resolution M-09 Search Committee: It was recognized that M-09 had been 

inadvertently left off of the agenda and was discussed at this point in the meeting. M-09 

was at a first reading of amendments at the April 28, 2018 Board meeting. There had 

been questions discussed at that meeting which were referred back to this Committee. A 

principal question had been what was the background and justification for maintaining a 

confidential list of people contacted by the Search Committee (see 4.h of M-09)? The 

chair is to respond to that question, by email, that the best means to learn the background 

of this issue is to view the video of the February 5, 2014 meeting where there was a 

significant discussion of confidentiality and other aspects of the then proposed M-09. The 

discussion of M-09 begins at about the 43-minute mark of the video. The original M-09 

was subsequently approved at the March 2018 regular meeting.  

 

Jim Trummel moved that the meeting be adjourned and Audrey Wahl seconded the 

motion. The Committee unanimously approved the motion and the meeting was 

adjourned at 1:45 PM. 

 

Jim Trummel 

Minutes Recorder 
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